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What is FIST? 


FIST (Fight Imperialism - Stand Together) is a national group 
of young revolutionaries committed to fighting racism, sexism, op- 
pression of lesbian, gay, bi and trans people, and exploitation of the 
working class, all of which result from imperialism and capitalism. 
We believe that the only way to achieve true liberation for all peo- 
ples throughout the world is through socialism. 

We are living in a time of capitalism at a dead end, where our 
dreams are constantly crushed by budget cuts, racism, deportations 
and poverty. The need for a revolutionary movement to transform 
society is more urgent than ever. 

Our generation suffers greatly because of capitalism. Low-wage 
work, homelessness, foreclosures, incarceration, police brutality, 
racism and lack of healthcare are the reality for most of our gener- 
ation. Crushing student debt weighs down young workers, while 
tuition continues to skyrocket. Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, 
and Ramarley Graham, along with too many other young people 
of color, remind us of the racist violence that terrorizes our com- 
munities. 

Weare the generation that knows nothing but constant US inva- 
sions of sovereign countries, which kill millions of people across the 
globe, all so monopolies can make billions in profit. We know that 
imperialist war is essential to the system of capitalism, and it is up to 
us build a movement, in solidarity with working class people across 
the world, to defeat imperialism. 

Its time for us to organize to build the type of society that puts 
peoples needs first. FIST is ded- | 
icated to achieving such a soci- 
ety by building a multi-national, 
multi-gendered, organization 
of revolutionary youth that will 
organize and fight in the streets. 
We currently have young people 
organizing in Baltimore, Boston, 
North Carolina, Houston, West 
Virginia, Detroit, New York City, 
Rockford, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 


and other areas. 


Join us! ¥c 
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stand together 
Red Flag 


FIST is proud to present Red 
Flag — a new journal of theory 
and struggle, written by and 
for young revolutionaries. 
With eyewitness accounts of 
peoples’ struggles, Marxist 
analysis of current events, and revolu- 





tionary theory ranging from basic to advanced, we 

hope this magazine will be a tool for building the movement 

against imperialism, capitalism, and all forms of oppression. 
Red Flag is published quarterly. To help support our 

work and support the struggles that we write about, please 

consider getting a subscription or making a donation at: 

fightimperialism.org 















Above: FIST demonstration 
in solidarity with CeCe 
McDonald and Marissa 
Alexander against mass in- 
carceration and gendered 
violence. 

Left: FIST contingent 
marches in D.C. in defense 
of Palestine. 
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No Justice - No Peace! No Racist Police! 


By Rockford FIST 

Dontre Hamilton was killed on 
April 30th, 2014 at Red Arrow Park 
in Milwaukee, WI. Hamilton was shot 
fourteen times by Christopher Man- 
ney, a Milwaukee police officer. This 
is just one of the thousands of tragic 
killings we have seen by police. 

Like so many others, Dontre Ham- 
iltons story is a case of police bru- 
tality and excessive force. Though 
Hamilton's murder preceded those of 
Michael Brown and Eric Garner, the 
“investigation” lasted longer. Yet again 
Manney, like Darren Wilson and 
Daniel Pantaleo, got off the hook with 
no indictment. Manney, Wilson, and 
Pantaleo all got away with the murder 
of young, unarmed, Black men and 
were not even charged with a crime. 
Unfortunately, this happens all the 
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Hundreds protest in Milwaukee for Dontre Hamilton, picture inset top left. Dec 10, 2014. 


time. It is a product of the system of 
capitalism. Luckily, people have be- 
gun to wake up to the fact that the 
militarized police are using excessive 
force and brutality. 

Mass protests have swept the coun- 
try since Darren Wilsons non-in- 
dictment, and they have continued 
in support of Michael Brown, Eric 
Garner, Tamir Rice, and now Dontre 
Hamilton. Seventy-four people were 
arrested in Milwaukee for blocking a 
freeway in response to the non-indict- 
ment of Manney. These actions have 
repeated in every city. People have 
begun to call for and end to these un- 
necessary police actions. Others have 
even called for the entire institution of 
the police to come to an end. 

Police brutality is on the rise but so 
is the consciousness of the people. We 
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all know police brutality affects op- 
pressed people the most, whether it 
is their race, gender, orientation. FIST 
calls on all young people to speak out 
against this racist system and the larg- 
est gang of thugs in the US, the police. 
They are not our friends, they are not 
here to serve and protect us. The po- 
lice are here to be the muscle for the 
ruling class. They have launched a war 
against the people and now we must 
fight back! 

Justice for Dontre Hamilton! 

Justice for Michael Brown! 

Justice for Tamir Rice! 

Justice for Eric Garner! 

Justice for Trayvon Martin! 

Justice for Aiyana Jones-Stanley! 

Justice for all of the Black lives 
claimed by the racist police and vigi- 


lante thugs! yk 
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By Andy Katz and Scott Williams 


The developing political movement 
arising from the Ferguson rebellion 
has shaken all layers of US society. In 
the media, schools, workplaces and in 
every community, people are discuss- 
ing anti-Black racism, the unheard of 
police militarization in response to 
growing protests, and the lack of ac- 
countability for killer police through- 
out the court system. 

A new generation of activists, most 
importantly youth of color, have found 
their calling in the streets after two 
major non-indictments of killer cops. 
Tens of thousands of people across the 
US have joined these protests against 
racist police brutality. People across 
the world, who suffer the horrors of 
US militarism, have also joined in 
condemning the denial of basic hu- 
man rights for people of color, espe- 
cially Black people, in the US. 

The protests have struck a nerve 
within the ruling elite and their protec- 
tors, the police. Despite every effort by 
police at all levels to stifle resistance, the 
movement has continued. This move- 
ment continues to be fueled by outrage 
coming from another killer cop being 
caught on camera in Staten Island in 
the killing of Eric Garner, as well as 
cases such as Tamir Rice, Akai Gurley, 
Yvette Smith, Aiyana Stanley-Jones, 
and countless other Black and Lati- 
na/o people attacked and killed by 
police. Questions for the movement 
remain: will the protests continue? If 
so, what tactics and strategies will de- 
velop? Will broader sections of the US 
public join the movement? How will 
the police react? These are the criti- 
cal questions right now that the mili- 
tant youth, united with the oppressed 


masses, will answer. For now, we will 
focus our attention on the capitalist 
state and discuss our response to this 
growing militarization. 


Militarized Policing Put into 
Context 

The Marxist conception of the state 
has been the center of debate among 
activists for more than a century. By 
“the state,’ we mean the police, the 
military, the prison system, the courts, 
and other supporting institutions. 
These are the primary tools of class 
domination, through which the bil- 
lionaire .01% ruling class control the 
rest of society. The state has consistent- 
ly been the primary tool of oppression 
of the Black nation, Indigenous peo- 
ples, the Chicana/o nation, as well as 
other nationalities within the US. It 
is also the primary tool for reinforc- 
ing gender oppression, oppression of 
LGBTQ people, and other forms of so- 
cial oppression. This is not to say that 
functions of the capitalist government, 
including education, media, and social 
policy are not tools of oppression, but 
for now the focus has been on what 
Lenin called the “special bodies of 


Cops in Berkeley, California attacking protesters 





armed men,’ [sic] the state. 

Marxism holds that the state exists 
as a coercive, violent institution to 
maintain the oppression of one class 
by another. It is a product of our class 
society. The interests of the capitalist 
billionaire ruling class on the one hand 
and the interests of the great masses 
of oppressed and working people are 
diametrically opposed - whatever is 
good for the capitalists, is bad for us. 
The state is the institution which vi- 
olently enforces class relations of op- 
pression and exploitation. This is its 
sole social purpose. The cops do not 
exist to “serve and protect” the people, 
to maintain peace, or to prevent petty 
crimes — most of what is said about the 
polices role is either incidental to their 
true purpose, or simply distracting 
lies. One conclusion that can be drawn 
from this understanding of the state is 
that it can never be reformed, rehabil- 
itated, or altered in some way to make 
it beneficial or benign to the people. 
The capitalist state will serve the cap- 
italists right up until the day when it 
is completely destroyed by a peoples 


revolution. 


A second conclusion based on the 
Marxist theory of the state is that the 
size, violence, and repressiveness of 
the state apparatus will intensify as 
class division intensifies — that is, as 
the gap between the super-rich and 
the working class widens, as the op- 
pression of Black people and other 
oppressed groups grows. Anyone who 
has shown up to one of these recent 
protests or watched from the 
media have seen the extreme 
response of the police. At many 
events, the number of police 
are greater than the number 
of demonstrators. Thousands 
of bike cops attempt to dictate 
where the marches go, while 
armored vehicles and mount- 
ed police wait for their signal 
to repress the gathering. Heli- 
copters and drones watch over 
demonstrations as entire police 
forces are centralized with the 
Department of Homeland Se- 
curity and other government 
agencies. The point of the over- 
whelming police response is felt 
immediately by everyone. It is to say to 
the militant youth of color who lead 
the demonstrations that “the police are 
the ones with the power, the cops are 
in control, and that any efforts to block 
streets, shut down shopping malls, and 
disrupt business are futile.’ It is to say 
to the first-time marcher, “We will let 
you, but dont you dare to challenge 
our authority.’ The natural response of 
the outraged youth is to fight back, to 
resist the police as the direct manifes- 
tation of their oppression. This has led 
to many direct conflicts. 

The police look like a military, occu- 
pying cities with serious numbers and 


the machinery of war. In fact, the same 
military contractors who profit in the 
billions by selling equipment for US 
wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Syria 
and more have made it a business to sell 
these same goods to local police agen- 
cies. According to a report published 
by the Daily Beast, the “homeland se- 
curity market” for state and municipal 
governments is expected to be $19.2 





Undercover cop pulls gun on protesters in Oakland 


billion in 2014, up almost $3.4 billion 
from 2009. Much of these costs are 
subsidized by the federal government 
and the Pentagons “1033” program, 
which encourages excessive military 
products to be sold to local and state 
governments for rock-bottom prices. 
Municipal governments are training 
for war. One example is Philadel- 
phias Police Chief militarist Charles 
Ramsey, who oversaw the training of 
1,500 Philly police to train using AR- 
15 assault rifles. President Obama, 
responding to the crisis in Ferguson, 
where countless reports showed even 
small groups of protesters being met 


by tanks, tear gas, National Guard and 
martial law, asked Ramsey to co-chair 
his “Taskforce on 21st Century Polic- 
ing.’ It can be assumed from this that 
the President, the chief of the capital- 
ist state, is planning a full-scale war 
against people across the USA by pro- 
moting Ramsey. 

To understand 21st century policing, 
we need only to look at 21st century US 
wars. Since the military and the 
police serve similar functions 
of repression, it is no surprise 
that they share tactics, strate- 
gies, or resources. 21st century 
warfare requires a high level of 
technology. Imagine the current 
war against ISIS, which is being 
fought with a limited number of 
US military personnel, but with 
huge numbers of mercenaries, 
drones, billion-dollar attack jets, 
and cruise missiles. The repres- 
sive state of the US is expanding 
its role as the “global police,’ 
and using the lessons learned in 
Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan and be- 
yond to apply them to rebellions 
here at home. 

“21st Century Policing” means 
more cops, more technology, more 
surveillance, and more repression. 
Meanwhile, tactics that worked well 
in the 20th century, such as undercov- 
er agents, harassing and intimidating 
movement leaders, and agent provo- 
cateurs will certainly play a major role 
in the repression of activists. In cities 
across the country, the police have re- 
sponded to successful mass meetings 
of activists with red-baiting, following 
leaders home, and picking off individ- 


Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 


uals at their residences for questioning. 
Subtle harassment, a seemingly soft- 
er form of police brutality, is only the 
beginning of a new attack on activists. 
The movement must be on guard for a 
new wave of COINTELPRO-style co- 
vert ops that has already begun. 


The relations between the oppressor 
and the oppressed change the tactics 
of the state, whether it is the military, 
the police, or the courts, but there is no 
amount of struggle that will make it so 
the capitalist state is the equal defend- 
er of oppressor and oppressed peoples. 
The state does not exist to reconcile 
differences between poor people of 
color and the ruling class. Rather, it 
exists to enforce those very conditions 
of oppression. The only solution to the 
question of the state is revolution, and 
the abolition of the current state and 
its replacement with a transitionary 
state controlled by the working class 
and the oppressed. 


The State as Enforcer of Class 
Relations 

Why is the state growing so rapidly? 
Why are the police, courts, and pris- 
ons so racist? The system of capitalism 
is based primarily on two classes, the 
class which exists based on its owner- 
ship of capital (the capitalist class, the 
ruling class), and the class which exists 
based on its ability to sell its labor - 
oppressed and working people. Right 
now, the percentage of workers with a 
job is at a 38 year low, with the labor 
force participation rate around 62% 
(bls.gov). Black and Latina/o workers, 
women workers, LGBTQ workers and 
disabled workers have a much lower 
participation rate and a much higher 


unemployment rate. Since the 2007 
economic crisis, the labor force partic- 
ipation rate has continued to drop, no 
matter how the official unemployment 
figures attempt to mask the number of 
employed workers. The limited jobs 
that have been created are mostly low- 
wage and part-time work. Thus, the 
economic system is in a constant cri- 
sis, revealing inability of the capitalist 
profit system to provide a living for the 
millions of workers in the USA. 

This is the real crisis. When we 
take into account the police killings 
of Black and Brown people, mass in- 
carceration, constant injustices in the 
courts, endless wars abroad, budget 
cuts, mounting student debt, school 
closings, the growth of the number of 
prisoners working for slave wages in 
prisons, and cuts to food stamps and 
healthcare, it amounts to a genocide 
of oppressed workers, especially Black 
people. Yet these conditions do not 
mean that people will automatically 
rebel. Now that people are rising up, 
the system is going into overdrive to 
repress their movement. 

With such a seemingly impene- 
trable, massive state apparatus, what 
should give activists hope that this 
rebellion will sustain and build? The 
questions of racism and state violence 
have become the center of political 
dialogue because of the sustained 
actions by young people, especially 
youth of color, across the country. Yet 
no meaningful change is around the 
corner unless these movements keep 
up activity in the streets. The police, 
Homeland Security, the FBI, and oth- 
er government agencies are planning 
to push these protests out of the head- 
lines. Many of us saw how, in Novem- 
ber 2011, the state evicted 28 Occupy 
camps in one night using remarkably 


similar tactics across the country. Giv- 
en that militarization has increased, as 
well as the fact that this rebellion is led 
by young people of color, who face ex- 
treme repression daily from the state, 
we can expect lots of violence targeted 
at protesters, especially leaders of these 
movements. 

The only way to defeat the police 
state is by building our strength in 
numbers and level of organization. 
The movement needs to multiply, 
bringing in the talent and leadership of 
millions of people. Yet the leadership 
of the movement must continue to be 
those hardest hit by the racist, capi- 
talist state. Youth of color must be the 
leadership of this movement, other- 
wise, it has no future. All sectors of so- 
ciety, organized or unorganized, must 
be connected with these young revo- 
lutionaries. Workers in labor unions, 
progressive people of faith, and vari- 
ous other already organized sectors of 
the population need to take a stand, or 
become totally irrelevant to the broad- 
er struggle against oppression. 


The People’s Assembly: a tool to 
unite & deepen movement 

Our movement has many trends, 
including liberals, anarchists, national- 
ists, communists, single-issue activists, 
and people who have no single ideolo- 
gy. The development of a body to unite 
the struggle, on a local, national, and 
even international level, could develop 
from the model of a people's assembly, 
where organizations and communi- 
ty members come together to discuss 
and to plan their actions. This process 
will build the potential for true peo- 
ples power, where the ideas and beliefs 
of the mass of people can be expressed, 
challenged, and most importantly mo- 


bilized. 


This peoples assembly model is 
based on radical peoples democracy. 
It is not to be directed by one group 
of activists or one organization. This 
would only further the distance be- 
tween revolutionaries and the people. 
What is needed is to take these assem- 
blies as places for dialogue, for con- 
nection, for communication between 
the masses and the movement. They 
must happen everywhere that people 
are struggling against oppression. This 
is not to bring the movement indoors, 
or to give the lead over to any armchair 
revolutionaries, but rather to deepen 
its connection with the masses, those 
who will really make history. 

No doubt the state will attempt to 
harass and ruin any attempt at a peo- 
ples independent political formation. 
This is, after all, their job. The only 
way to challenge repression is through 
public, transparent, militant action, 
preferably with millions of supporters. 

Keeping the battle in the streets, 
while building dialogue and unify- 
ing organizations, is a back-and-forth 
process. If we leave the streets, we are 
in serious trouble. Our movement to- 
wards liberation and socialism contin- 
ues, and we must continue to broaden 
and deepen it. Marxist theoretician 
Sam Marcy, analyzing the L.A. rebel- 
lion in 1992 - a peoples insurrection 
in response to police brutality which 
shook society to its core - had this 
to say: “No viable class or nation in 
modern capitalist society can hope to 
take destiny in its own hands by spon- 
taneous struggles alone. Spontaneity 
as an element of social struggle must 
beget its own opposite: leadership and 
organization.’ 

It makes sense, after all. The cops are 
organized, the state is centrally orga- 
nized, and the whole of capitalist class 





meets daily in 
boardrooms 
and the halls 
of power to 
discuss how 
to crush the 
people. We 
must be or- 
ganized just 
as well, if not 
more so. So- 
cialist and 
communist 
parties must 
continue to 
grow and 
build, but not 
just for the 
sake of their 
own organi- 
zation. Peo- 
ples assem- 
blies, a vital tool for people's power, 
are one way for the entire movement 
and the community to stay coordinat- 
ed, and is a way that has proven itself 
effective again and again in history. 
These assemblies have served as the 
basis of all new governments, people's 
governments, in revolutions in China, 
Russia, and beyond. 

This organization is already be- 
coming a reality in many cities, where 
mass meeting are happening daily 
and weekly on these issues. People are 
looking to get more organized than 
ever. Workers World Party organizer 
Lamont Lilly had to say after spending 
time in Ferguson during an intense 
period of the rebellion: 

No, the protesters there don't have 
any tanks and tear gas; yet they are 
disrupting traffic. Theyre showing 
up (or shall I say “turning up’) at 
symphonies and professional sport- 
ing events. Theyre even protesting 
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Philadelphia Activists Convene Assembly to Plan Next Steps 


at malls now, and we know how 
the capitalists dont like that. This 
kind of work requires true organi- 
zation. 

I witnessed first-hand how or- 
ganizers took over an entire block, 
directed traffic, provided medical 
care, fed the hungry and looked 
after small children, all while pro- 
testing. They had constant lines of 
communication via text and social 
media. 

They had scouts who were scan- 
ning police radios and watching for 
police snipers from the roof. It re- 
minded me of my time in the army. 
It is a well-oiled machine, except 
they were fighting for the oppressed. 

Ferguson is the real deal, com- 
rades, and we must support it. This 
rebellion has inspired the oppressed 
all over whole world. The revolu- 
tion is already here. If you didnt 
know, you better ask somebody. ¥ 
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SARA BENJAMIN'S STORY: 


Arrested mother speaks out on incarceration of young, Black women leaders 


By Sara Benjamin, Baltimore FIST 


I have been actively working with 
the Peoples Power Assembly of Balti- 
more for more than six months. In this 
time we have protested the city’s youth 
curfew, which prohibits youth 17 and 
younger from being on the streets after 
9 p.m. 

The problem with the enforcement of 
this already existing law is that it leaves 
a lot of gray areas open for question. For 
example, it does not address the growing 
population of homeless youth and foster 
care youth who are runaways. This law 
gives the Baltimore police more author- 
ity to criminalize Black youth, especially 
Black men. It also imposes fines of up 
to $500 on the parents of youth who are 
stopped and detained. 

A lot of urban families are one-par- 
ent-breadwinner households and these 
breadwinners work multiple jobs just to 
pay the rent and make ends meet. In an 
effort to revoke this law, we have gone 
into the communities and handed out 
“Know your rights” cards and talked one 
on one with the people. 

In addition, we have a big movement 
here in Baltimore around police brutali- 
ty, with protests and a proposal for com- 
munity control of the police inspired by 
the 1971 Black Panther Party initiative. 
We are also demanding that the law en- 
forcement “bill of rights” be changed 
to make police accountable for their 
actions in the community that they are 
suppose to serve and protect. 

I attended and helped to promote and 
organize all the recent protests around 
police brutality, including the Jan. 15 
Strike Against Racism rally and march. 
In recent months I have played a bigger 
role as a leader and organizer and soon 
became known through coverage in the 


local TV news and newspapers of my 
involvement with the People’s Power As- 
sembly. 

The Baltimore Police Department has 
tried hard to stop or water down the 
movement and has targeted core lead- 
ers in a number of ways — from tapping 
comrades homes to following us. There 
have been stories nationwide about 
young Black leaders, especially women 
and the leaders of the #BlackLivesMat- 
ter campaign, in an effort to destroy the 
unity and movement that youth who 
are frustrated and sick of police terror 
started. 

As a leader, I find it extremely im- 
portant to let the people, especially 
the most oppressed and poor com- 
munities, know that “Black-on-Black” 
crime is an extension of racism, where 








we the oppressed have internalized the 
hate the oppressor has for us. 


Sick of capitalism, hopelessness 

The divide-and-conquer tactic has 
worked in many cities, like Baltimore, 
where there are masses of people who 
are aware of the sick effects of capi- 
talism. I see hopelessness in my city, 
where people are jobless and without 
health care. Young Black males have 
turned to gangs because that’s the 
only family unit they know. Mamas 
and Daddies are strung out on drugs 
and/or are in jail. The school-to-pris- 
on pipeline is destined to destroy the 
Black family, and if the Black family is 
obsolete, then the Black community 
will be obsolete. 

Mass incarceration is becoming a 





Sara Benjamin with her daughter Imari. 


thing in urban and poor cities world- 
wide. A Black man can get education 
and trade skills in jail, but once out, 
it is almost impossible to get lasting 
jobs that pay well enough to provide 
for their families. The People’s Power 
Assembly represents everything that 
the people of the city need: housing, 
health care, livable wages, jobs and an 
end to police brutality. 

On Jan. 15, the People’s Power As- 
sembly had _ our 
“Strike Against Rac- 
ism, No _ Business 
as Usual” rally and 
march on Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King’s ac- 
tual birth date. We 
had been planning 
and outreaching for 
months. At the same 
time, I had a bench 
warrant issued in my 
name, which is com- 
mon in a “failure to 
appear’ involving a 
court case. The case 
was for a simple as- 
sault that happened a 
year prior. 

I was planning with 
my Public Defender, 
with whom I was in 
constant communi- 
cation, to find a way 
to turn myself in that 
would not cause me 
to miss too much time 
with my 5-year-old daughter, whom 
I often bring to People’s Power pro- 
tests. I had talked to the woman just 
two days before the scheduled protest 
and was openly talking about it at the 
Baltimore Solidarity Center, which I 
believe was tapped by the Baltimore 
Police Department, along with oth- 
er places. That would not be unlikely 
since the government and police have 
done this for decades with other pro- 
gressive organizations and groups de- 
manding change against injustice. 


Cops use a ‘wanted’ poster 

On the day of the rally and march, 
I went to Baltimore City Community 
College, where I plan to attend classes in 
the 2015 Spring semester. After leaving 
the campus, I walked across the street to 
wait for the bus, so I could get my daugh- 
ter from school early and we could both 
attend the protest. 

While on the phone at the bus stop, 
an unmarked police car came up and 





Baltimore’s ‘Strike Against Racism, Jan. 16. 


two male officers approached me with 
a “Wanted” poster. They took me to the 
Central District building, where dozens 
of police officers were gearing up in hel- 
mets and body shields for “this dumb- 
ass protest,’ as one officer called it. 

From the moment I was in custody, 
law enforcement let me know that they 
knew who I was, given my involvement 
in activism in the city. When detained in 
the Womens Detention Center, I was put 
in protective custody [solitary]. When I 
asked why I was there, a guard said, and 


I quote, “Because you are the director of 
an organization.” 

I understood then, along with all my 
comrades, that the BPD planned to in- 
carcerate a core leader of Peoples Pow- 
er — a core leader who is Black and a 
mother. Thankfully, I was let out on a 
$100 cash bail and released at roughly 
10:00 p.m. the following day. 

The experience of being incarcerated 
made me sympathize with other Black 
women lead- 
ers and activists, 
from the past to 
the present, who 
have been incar- 
cerated for their 
influential roles in 
the movements. I 
understand now 
how — important 
my role is in this 
movement. If 
anything, I am 
more determined 
now to speak out, 
give back, edu- 
cate and move 
my people so 
that one day we 
can be complete- 
ly free. 

Even though 
the BPD tried to 
brand me “highly 
dangerous with 
all her tattoos,’ 
I was strength- 
ened, not broken by this experience. 
The government has a way of making 
the innocent look like criminals and 
the true criminals look innocent. It is 
now my personal obligation to bring 
light to this reality and I plan to do this 
until the day I die. 

I appreciate the outpouring of love 
I have received from comrades, local 
and around the country, and want to 
take this time to say, “Thank you.” To- 
gether we can bring about real, lasting 
change. 


Bhilfi}se 
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From Iguala to Ferguson: 


By Danny Haiphong, Boston FIST 
originally published on 
Black Agenda Report 


US imperialism never ceased its at- 
tack on Mexico's sovereignty 

US imperialism has historically held 
an abusive colonial relationship with 
Mexico, dating back to the proclamation 
of “Manifest Destiny.’ Manifest Destiny 
was Washingtons de- Toa 
clared right to expand |{iee™ 
into Mexico and Latin |}aes 
America under the holy Pftsse~ 
orders of white suprem- : 
acy and capitalist expan- | 
sion. The US settler state 
glossed over its econom- 
ic motivations with the 
notion that expansion 
into Mexico would “civ- 
ilize” the “savages” of the 
former Spanish colony. 
What the US slave-own- 
ing capitalist class really 
desired was to maintain 
its slave order in the era 
of industrialization. The 
only way to obtain the land necessary to 
balance the power between the growing 
“free” industrialized states and the de- 
clining “slave” planter states was to steal 
it. US imperialism proceeded to declare 
war on Mexico, killing thousands for the 
purpose of annexing large sections of the 
nation into statehood. 

Decades after the war, the Mexican 
Revolution (1910-1920) struggled to end 
the deplorable conditions imposed by 
US-sponsored neo-colonialism. Despite 
the successes of the revolution, US impe- 
rialism never ceased its attack on Mexi- 
cos sovereignty. The most recent tragedy 
in Iguala is case in point. The streets of 
Mexico City have been flooded with resis- 
tance in response to the kidnapping of 43 
students who attended the teachers col- 
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Street art commemorating the 43 disappeared students. 


lege of Ayotzinapa. According to multi- 
ple sources, the students were kidnapped 
by police forces on orders from the local 
mayor. Resistance forces have since de- 
manded President Nieto step down and 
for a full-scale investigation into the miss- 
ing students. Under the rule of Nieto, it is 
estimated that 30,000 have gone missing 
from Mexico since 2012. Yet, the US has 
supported his regime since day one. 


Drones hover over Mexico and US- 
style ‘fusion centers’ have been built 
throughout the country 

The proliferation of US-sponsored 
militarization in Mexico is directly con- 
nected to US imperialisms economic 
interests. US imperialism promoted the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) to expand economic hegemony 
throughout the continent. NAFTA was a 
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The tragedy at Iguala must be placed in 
the context of US imperialist intervention 
in Mexico. US imperialism has spent mil- 
lions of dollars in the so-called “War on 
Drugs” in Mexico. Much of these funds 
have gone to the militarization of the 
Mexican state. According to the Foreign 
Policy journal, drones hover over Mexico. 
US-style “fusion centers” have been built 
throughout the country. In collaboration 
with US Special Forces and intelligence, 
Mexicos security forces receive close to 
a hundred million dollars per year from 
the same drug cartels that Washington 
claims to be fighting. Indeed, the “War on 
Drugs” has from day one been designed 
to protect imperialist interests in the re- 
gion by keeping the country in a constant 
state of repression and instability. 
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comprehensive policy of 
| robbery that redistribut- 
z= ed the lands of farming 
} and peasant commu- 
‘| nities to US and Cana- 
=| dian corporations. The 
"| displaced were forced to 
| migrate to overcrowded 
cities, only to find un- 
employment and pover- 
ty. This led to an upsurge 
of immigration to the 
US and the subsequent 
US investment of bil- 
lions of dollars toward 
the militarization of 
the US-Mexico border. 
With US multinationals 
successfully exploiting cheap labor costs 
and land deals through NAFTA, the “War 
on Drugs” was revived to repress indig- 
enous resistance to imperial domination 
in Mexico and along the militarized bor- 
der. 

Policies like NAFTA are impossible to 
enact without the participation of partner 
governments willing to serve the interests 
of US imperialism. And US imperialism 
never misses the opportunity to create 
and/or support such governments. This 
is well known in Mexico and in most 
places around the globe. From the very 
moment the Ayotzinapa students were 
reported missing, resistance forces and 
their international supporters assumed 
them murdered by security forces. Pop- 
ular mistrust is confirmed by the mass 
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Resistance requires a Global 
Movement against US Imperialism 


graves that have found in Mexico since 
the disappearance. 

US imperialism’ complicity in the 
mass murder of Mexico’ students and 
workers should not come as a surprise. 
Since 1945, US imperialism has over- 
thrown over 50 foreign governments. 

This list includes the millions who 
were killed by US bombs in Vietnam 
and Korea beginning in 1950. In 1953, 
the US put the fas- 
cist Shah regime 
into power in Iran. | 
During the struggles 
of national liberation 
in Africa, US im- 
perialism § support- I 
ed coup-regimes in | 
Ghana, Ethiopia, and 9M 
Apartheid South Af- 
rica. It moved quickly 
to install fascist re- 
gimes in Latin Amer- 
ica to prevent the 
spread of Cubas so- | 
cialist example. This 
includes the 1973 CIA 
coup in Chile that led 
to the installation of the fascist Pinochet 
regime. In short, US imperialisms quest 
to reign in the colonial possessions of 
the European capitalist powers follow- 
ing World War II resulted in the mass 
graves of millions of people. 

In this current historical juncture, US 
imperialism is directly involved in prop- 
ping up the coup regimes in Ukraine, 
Libya, Iraq, and Afghanistan. In Latin 
America, progressive and leftist forces in 
Venezuela and ALBA countries are un- 
der the constant threat of US-sponsored 
destabilization. In Africa, the colossal 
footprint of the US military command 
(AFRICOM) maintains a presence in 
all but two countries on the continent. 
US imperialism continues to expand the 
terrain and brutality of global warfare 


to unprecedented heights as a count- 
er-weight to independent development, 
socialism, and the geopolitical march of 
Russia and China. 
US imperialism’s Black Mass Incar- 
ceration State is an outgrowth of its 
murderous national roots 

Black America, indigenous America, 
and oppressed people inside the US im- 
penal nation-state know a a or two 
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The primary challenge in this period 
is to build a united revolutionary move- 
ment against US imperialism. Palestine, 
North Korea, China, and numerous 
African nations have shown their soli- 
darity with the movement in Ferguson. 
However, the developing social move- 
ment against police brutality in the US 
has yet to develop into an internation- 
alist force. From this vantage point, 
y the rebellion in Mexico 
fis particularly import- 
J ant. The consciousness 
® of Black America and the 
-, working class in the US 
*J, will continue to develop 
revolutionary _ potential 
as the conditions of US 
8 imperialism become in- 
we creasingly unbearable. 
Racist police brutality in 
the US and the struggle in 
Mexico are related in this 
way. The people are refus- 
ing to lie down and die to 
,| US-sponsored terrorism. 





Mexico: Hundreds of thousands protest the disappearance of 43 students in Iguala. 


about mass graves. The foundation of 
the US imperial order is mounted upon 
the mass graves of millions of indige- 
nous nations and enslaved Africans. US 
imperialism’ Black Mass Incarceration 
State is an outgrowth of its murderous 
national roots. The murders of Michael 
Brown, Tamir Rice, and the hundreds 
of Black youth at the hands of US police 
forces are an extension of the capitalist 
profit-motives insatiable need to socially 
control the super-exploited and exploit- 
ed alike. At the same time that Black 
people are murdered nearly every day by 
the police, one of eight prisoners in the 
world are Black Americans. Martin Lu- 
ther King’s conclusion that the “bombs 
in Vietnam explode at home’ is just as 
relevant today as it was when he said it. 


These developments 
have the potential to ac- 
tivate the internationalism needed to 
truly defeat Empire. But it is the task of 
a the revolutionary movement in the 
US and around the globe to connect 
the graveyard conditions imposed on 
Black America to the same imperi- 
alist system committing state-spon- 
sored mass murder in Mexico. The 
exploited share a common enemy in 
the genocidal imperialist ruling class 
and our organizational work must 
carry this idea forward. US imperi- 
alism’s contempt for humanity must 
be met with an equally strong force of 
revolutionary justice. Ferguson and 
Iguala have already provided a histor- 
ic opportunity to seize the time and 
strengthen the worldwide movement 
against imperialism yx 
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BLACK WOMEN’S 


Addressing the systematic erasure 





Danielle speaking at Workers World Party 
& FIST socialism conference, 2014. 


By Danielle Boachie 


On February 26, 2012, unarmed Black 
teen Trayvon Martin was murdered by 
a neighborhood vigilante. On July 17, 
2014, the murder of unarmed man Eric 
Garner by the New York City Police 
Department was videotaped, with his 
last words being “I cant breathe.” Yet on 
December 2, 2014 the grand jury decid- 
ed to only indict the man who filmed 
the murder. On November 24, 2014, 
Officer Darren Wilson was not charged 
with the fatal shooting of the unarmed 
Black teen, Michael Brown, back in Au- 
gust. On November 22, 2014, twelve 
year old Tamir Rice was murdered by 
Cleveland police for playing with a toy 
gun. The officer has yet to be charged. 
It is no surprise that nation built on 
the genocide and enslavement of Black 
and Brown bodies does not indict 
white officers for the systematic lynch- 


ing of Black men. Though communi- 
ties of Color repeatedly experience 
violence from the white supremacist 
system, retaliation to state violence 
with violence is not accepted. To be- 
lieve in the fallacy of nonviolence as an 
effective response is to make the hor- 
rifically incorrect assumption that the 
playing field is equal, and that we can 
simply negotiate our way through this 
injustice. Opposition to violent protest 
as a means of creating a revolution es- 
tablishes non-negotiable and inflexible 
global standards that normalize very 
specific ways of existing in relation to 
the oppressor, through the reinforce- 
ment of political norms and active 
self-policing against deviations from 
reformist agendas. Violence is not ac- 
cepted as a legitimate response to state 
violence because it is the state that at- 
taches this negative connotation to our 
retaliation. 

No matter how many times I wish it 
true, the fact exists: Black lives do not 
matter in this white supremacist, capi- 
talist society. The social role of the po- 
lice is to maintain the status quo; con- 
temporary “law enforcement” evolved 
from the institution of the capture, 
containment, and policing of chattel 
slaves. Through the decades of work 
done by the abolitionist and civil rights 
movements, the Black community 
has gained access to certain rights and 
privileges not previously afforded, but 
the recognition of our humanity has 
only rearranged the type of systemat- 
ic, barbaric violence we receive from 
our oppressors, the capitalist system 


of the United States. As it has been 
said, a system cannot fail those it was 
never designed to protect. These men 
will not be the last to be lynched at 
the hands of a racist system. 

Certain bodies are fundamentally 
ineligible for personhood, for per- 
sonhood is not defined by our status 
as living beings but through our re- 
lationship to the privileged west. The 
dominant narrative in our society 
perpetuates the anti-Black percep- 
tion of young Black men as innately 
violent. The racist and inaccurate cor- 
relation between the color of his skin 
and the supposed threat perceived by 
white officers must be acknowledged 
if we want to begin to understand 
why our people are disproportionate- 
ly murdered. The nation’s increasingly 
militarized police force is conditioned 
to see Black men as criminals so as to 
justify the lynchings. Michael Brown 
was Black, therefore he was not white. 
Black bodies are sites of criminaliza- 
tion, for even unarmed, he was per- 
ceived as a threat. Even after his death 
Brown was not given justice, for the 
system was never meant to include 
him. 

Amidst this sadness, it is crucial not 
to forget the violence experienced by 
Black women. As we have seen, dom- 
inant discourses often neglect the in- 
tersectionality of oppression, and both 
whites and men are guilty of reshap- 
ing the voice and presence of Black 
women, or ignoring our existence in 
its entirety. In this case, Black wom- 
en do not fit the normative narrative of 
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LIVES MATTER: 


of police murders of Black women 





bodies impacted 
by police brutality, 
despite the many 
Black women who 
have in fact died 
at the hands of 
the system. The 
burden of Black 
liberation does 
not rest solely on 
the experiences of 
Black men, and 
should — include 
the experiences 
of Black women 
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that are intrinsic 
to its nature. Yet, discussions of power 
are constructed to embody cisgender 
masculinity, leaving the contextual- 
ization of violence inflicted on Black 
female bodies a peripheral concern. 
The dismissal, erasure and anecdotal 
nature of discussions of Black women 
are a systematic problem. In the same 
way that white feminists appropriated 
“woman” to exclude bodies of Color, 
Black has become synonymous with 
Black men, making them central to 
dominant narratives through the sys- 
tem of intraracial, patriarchal misog- 
ynoir that prioritizes Black maleness. 
We witness the same brutal, perpetual, 
white supremacist violence, and invis- 
ibilizing our existence through a lack 
of nuanced inclusion of Black women 
devalues our lives. Let us remember: 

Tarika Wilson, 26 (Ohio, 2008) — 
killed by police while holding her one 
year old child. 

Aiyana Jones, 7 (Michigan, 2010) 


She suffered from 
schizophrenia. 
Shantel Davis, 
23 (New York, 
2012) — unarmed 


yet shot in the 
chest by police. 
Her alleged last 


words were “I don't 
want to be killed, 
don't kill me!” 
Sharmel Ed- 
wards, 49 (Neva- 
da, 2012) - un- 
armed with her 








Aiyana Jones 


— murdered by police while asleep in 
her home. 

Miriam Carey, 34 (Washington 
D.C., 2013) — unarmed and murdered 
by police. 

Shereese Francis, 30 (New York, 
2012) - was suffocated by police 
holding her face down on mattress. 





Shereese Francis 


oo | 
= "hands up, five po- 


lice officers shot her with at least fif- 
teen bullets. 

Rekia Boyd, 22 (Illinois, 2012) - 
shot and killed instantly by off-duty 
officer Dante Servin while hanging out 
with friends in a park. 

Tyisha Miller, 22 (California, 
1998) — officers opened fire 23 times, 
hitting her with at least twelve bullets. 

Yvette Smith, 47 (Texas, 2014) - 
single mother shot by police. Though 
they claimed that she had a weapon, 
nothing was found at the scene, and 
the officers were punished for altering 
their story to reflect this fact (White, 
2014). 

This list is by no means extensive, 
but it serves as a horrific reminder that 
we are not immune to this violence. 

Danielle is a member of North Car- 
olina FIST and the founder of the fem- 
inist blog Womancipation Proclaima- 
tion. Her writings can be found at www. 
womancipation. wordpress.com. 
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Why dialectics? 





“To become ‘ideologists of the working 
class (Lenin), organic intellectuals’ of the 
proletariat (Gramsci), intellectuals have 
to carry out a radical revolution in their 
ideas: a long, painful and difficult re-ed- 
ucation. An endless external and internal 
struggle.” 

Louis Althusser, “Philosophy as a Rev- 

olutionary Weapon. 1968 


By Matty Starrdust 


As Marxist-Leninists, and especially 
as young revolutionaries, we are faced 
with the daunting tasks of overthrowing 
the global rule of capitalist imperialism 
and ushering in the era of working class 
rule. History and current events indicate 
that the capitalist class will not relinquish 
its grip without a protracted and violent 
global uprising led by the oppressed. ‘The 
brutal onslaught of racist state violence 
occurring in Ferguson, Mo., Staten Is- 
land, N.Y., and hundreds of other cities 
across the U.S. and the world is a testa- 
ment to the viciousness of capitalism “at a 
dead end,’ desperately trying to maintain 
its dominance under threat of popular 


uprising. Nothing short of global revolu- 
tion will topple its rule. 

Imperialist capitalist hegemony is not 
limited to the economic and military 
spheres, however, and neither must the 
struggle against it be confined to these 
realms. A philosophical struggle must 
also be waged, whereby the ideas of the 
bourgeoisie are uprooted and replaced 
with a revolutionary proletarian philos- 
ophy. Marxist dialectics is the means by 
which we achieve this. 

To understand the dialectical method 
it is useful first to understand Cartesian- 
ism, the bourgeois counterpart to the 
dialectic. Cartesianism is based on the 
teachings of 17th century philosopher 
René Descartes, who described the world 
as being separated into two distinct cat- 
egories: physical (the realm of the body) 
and the mental (the realm of the mind). 
For Descartes, the two categories never 
overlap. The body can exist without the 
mind, as can the mind without the body. 
To examine the world by the Cartesian 
method is to examine its physical and 
mental components separate from each 
other, in relative isolation. More general- 


ly, the Cartesian method can 
be applied to the study of any 
phenomenon: to study the 
parts individually, or in a vac- 
uum, is to study the whole. 
The dialectical method 
stands in direct opposition to 
this sort of thinking. Accord- 
ing to the dialectical outlook, 
all things exist in a constant 
state of flux, continually inter- 
acting with, mutually trans- 
forming, and redefining each 
other. Josef Stalin writes, 
Contrary to metaphysics, 
dialectics holds that nature is 
not a state of rest and immo- 
bility, stagnation and immutability, but 
a state of continuous movement and 
change, of continuous renewal and de- 
velopment, where something is always 
arising and developing, and something 
always disintegrating and dying away.’ 
In order to study a phenomenon, we 
must observe it in motion as it interacts 
the rest of the physical world, not re- 
moved and sanitized of its environment. 
One of the most ingenious and con- 
troversial applications of the dialectical 
method came in the form of Charles 
Darwins theory of evolution by natural 
selection. Marx and Engels were early 
proponents of Darwins theory, and Leon 
Trotsky described it as “the highest tri- 
umph of the dialectic in the whole field 
of organic matter? Life, according to 
Darwin, changes over time in response 
to changes in its particular environment. 
The environment is also changed in part 
by its living inhabitants. Life and the en- 
vironment are thus engaged in a con- 
stant dance, forever mutually changing 
and determining each other. According 


Continued on page 23 
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Leslie Feinberg: 
Transgender warrior & communist theorist 





Note: While Leslie 
at one time expressed 
a preference for ze/hir 
pronouns, this changed 
later in life. Her obit- 
uary, drafted by her 
partner Minne Bruce 
Pratt while at Leslies | 
bedside, uses the pro- | 
nouns she and her. 
We respect the choice of 
these pronouns in this 
article. 

Leslie Feinberg, 
known around the 
world as a pioneer 
of trans liberation 





i — 
Butch Blues,’ died in Ay 





November 2014. Her 

final words, “Hasten 

the revolution! Remember me as a revo- 
lutionary communist!” revealed a side of 
her life that fewer knew about, but which 
was no less integral to the person Leslie 
was. 

In theory and practice, Feinberg em- 
bodied the idea of intersectionality be- 
fore it really entered political discourse, 
making explicit the connections between 
LGBTQ oppression, racism, zionism, and 
capitalism. 

Stone Butch Blues, Feinberg’s most fa- 
mous work, is a tale of the life of a trans 
person before the trans movement, but it 
is also a story of the bone-deep pain that 
working class people face in the fight to 
survive. Her practical activism was more 
frequently anti-racist in character than 
anything else, from defending the Pales- 
tinian right of self-determination and re- 
turn, to standing against racist segregation 
in Boston in 1974, and organizing to stop 
the Klan in Atlanta in 1988. Since that 
time, she organized with Workers World 


Feinberg at a 2003 queer anti-war discussion. 


Party, a revolutionary socialist party orga- 
nization. 

At a time when Pride Parades are be- 
coming more and more corporate, when 
the media constantly allow rich, white, 
gay men to speak for all people oppressed 
for their gender or sexuality, when racist, 
apartheid Israel is “pink-washed” into a 
gay and lesbian paradise (just not for Pal- 
estinian LGBTQ people), Leslies theoret- 
ical contributions to the LGBTQ move- 
ment and to Marxism are more needed 
than ever. 

In 1993, Feinberg gave voice to an 
emerging movement with the book 
“Trans Liberation,’ offering the first 
Marxist historical analysis of the concept 
of trans identities. She showed with his- 
torical examples that trans people were 
not some new phenomenon, but rather 
that a multitude of genders and sexualities 
have existed throughout all human societ- 
ies. Trans is not unnatural: what is unnat- 
ural is its oppression and repression, a rel- 
atively recent phenomenon. Drawing on 


Friedrich Engel’s “The Or- 
igin of the Family, Private 
Property, and the State” 
and Workers World Party 
~ member Bob McCubbins 
work “The Roots of Lesbi- 
an and Gay Oppression,’ 
Leslie showed the deep 
connections between class 
society, heterosexism, and 
trans oppression. 

In later years, Leslie 
wrote an extensive series 
of articles entitled “Laven- 
der & Red’ which explored 
the links between social- 
ism LGBTQ history. It is a 
must-read for anyone who 
wants to understand the 
struggle of working-class 
LGBTQ people, and is full 
of rich historical lessons for our move- 
ments. The series can be found at this web 
address: workers.org/lavender-red. 

Particularly inspiring was her 2012 
defense of CeCe McDonald, a Black 
transwoman jailed for defending herself 
against racist violence. As the multiple 
tick-borne illnesses which would even- 
tually take her life entered into advanced 
stages, Feinberg was increasingly con- 
fined to home or medical institutions. 
However, even in this weakened state, she 
took a stand for McDonald, and was ar- 
rested while protesting her incarceration. 

While her death represents a great loss 
for the communist and LGBTQ move- 
ments, we in FIST plan to carry on the 
struggles that Leslie dedicated her life to. 
FIST will be studying Feinberg’s writings, 
learning from her activism, and most 
importantly, dedicating ourselves to the 
fight against imperialism, racism, and 
LGBTQ oppression. 

jLeslie Feinberg Presente! 
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FIST Marches against Capitalism 








Anarchists, socialists, environmen- 
talists, communists, community mem- 
bers, high schoolers, and those who 
are simply concerned about justice 
gathered in downtown Detroit for De- 
troit FIST’s “March Against Capital- 
ism.” The march aimed and succeeded 
in bringing together anti-capitalists to 
tie together a multitude of struggles in 
Detroit, one of the United States’ most 
oppressed cities. Chants ranged from 
“Water is a human right fight fight 
fight” to “Justice for Michael Brown, 
shut this whole nation down.’ Pro- 
testers carried signs representing the 
broad character of the march, includ- 
ing denouncing the water shutofts, 
the bankruptcy of Detroit, endless US 
wars, poverty, climate change, racism, 
the prison industrial complex, and 
many other issues. 

Demonstrators were militant and 
determined. Chase Bank security per- 
sonnel blocked entrances to their De- 
troit headquarters in anticipation of 
the march. Several people took the mic 
as the march stopped at Chase to de- 


FIST March Against Capitalism, NYC. 


nounce its role exploiting the people of 
Detroit, whether through the mortgage 
crisis or the bankruptcy which robbed 
pensions to pay back the banks, as well 
as connecting Chase to crimes it com- 
mits all over the world. The march was 
so popular that it found support even 
in the entirely gentrified Greektown 
area. The march continued, stopping 
at the Wayne County Jail to decry the 
crisis of racist mass incarceration. 


The March against Capitalism, 
among many other developments in 
the political movement, is a sign of 
the growing anti-capitalist direction 
in Detroit. The crises that have unfold- 
ed here over the past fifty years, and 
heightened over the past decade, are 
only getting more severe. The March 
against Capitalism was one step to- 
wards identifying the culprit, the cap- 
italist class. y& 





FIST’s March Against Capitalism in Detroit shuts down Chase bank. Dec. 12, 2014. 
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smashing the Low Wage Police State'! 


Based on remarks given 
by Caleb Maupin at a New 
York City FIST event in No- 
vember, 2014. 

Its an honor to be a 
room filled with people 
who have chosen to join 
the struggle to resist in- 
justice and _ oppression. 
The beautiful thing about 
communist meetings is 
that you can gather people 
from the struggle against 
low wages, the struggle 
for the rights of migrant 
workers, the womens lib- 
eration struggle, the an- 
ti-war movement, and the 
struggle against racism 
and police terror, all in 
the same room. As com- 
munists, we have the un- 
derstanding that all these 
issues are connected, and 
that the system imperial- 
ist monopoly capitalism is the source of 
these injustices so many struggle against. 

Those of us in the revolutionary move- 
ment know about some of the important 
leaders of the past like Malcolm X, Huey 
Newton, and Harriet Tubman. We also 
know about important political prison- 
ers like Mumia Abu Jamal, Leonard Pelt- 
ier, and others, who remained locked up 
in the prisons of the capitalist state. 

Struggling for justice is nothing new. 
For generations people have been resist- 
ing and fighting against oppression. 


Who was Ernst Thallmann? 

If a meeting like this had taken place 
70 or 80 years ago, there is a political 
prisoner we would all know about. His 





iy rl See “yr. 


Ernst Thallmann memorial in Berlin. 
name was Ernst Thallmann. Theres was 
even a song: 
Ernst Thallmann, he was out in front 
His fist was raised to strike them 
Brigades were growing thick and fast 
To take the battle forward 
The flag was red and the fight was on 
For Comrade Ernst Thallmann, Raise 
your Fist! 

Ernst Thallmann was the chairman 
of the Communist Party of Germany. In 
1933, when Hitler came to power, Ernst 
Thallmann was arrested. 

Why did Hitler arrest Ernst Thal- 
mann? 

In 1933, Germany, like most of the 
world, was in an economic crisis. Mil- 
lions of people were hungry and starv- 
ing. The Communist Party of Germany 


told them “Don't Starve, 
Fight!” 

The Communists led 
hundreds of what were 
called “Bread riots.” In the 
middle of the night, hun- 
gry unemployed workers 
and their families would 
march into downtown Ber- 
lin. They would smash store 
windows, and take food 
from inside. 

When the police were 
called to beat back the 
hungry families, the police 
would be pushed back by 
gunfire from snipers on the 
rooftops. The Communist 
Party built an organization 
called the “Red Front Fight- 
ers League” that protected 
the unemployed and hun- 
gry families, and allowed 
them to take food for them- 
selves. Much like the Black 
Panther Party, or the Deacons for De- 
fense years later in the US, the German 
Communists defended the oppressed 
people from the police by “picking up 
the gun.” 

The Communist Party of Germany 
had millions of members. Entire neigh- 
borhoods were loyal to the communists. 
The Communists led labor unions, they 
fed hungry children, and they provided 
medical care and education. The wealthy 
German capitalists, as well as the bank- 
ers on Wall Street, and Londons stock 
exchange were very frightened that Ger- 
many could soon have a communist rev- 
olution. 

Thats where Hitler came from. The 
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global movement of Fascism, that the 
Nazis in Germany were part of, was a 
maneuver of the capitalists to preserve 
their system, as the people rose up in 
revolt. 


The Myth of “Democracy” 

The capitalists, especially here in the 
United States, like to tell us how they 
love “democracy. Whenever they are 
plotting a war against some country, 
they tell us how 


just how “free” this society is, when they 
got their heads clubbed in, and they were 
maced in the face, for daring to protest 
peacefully in lower Manhattan. 

Freedom exists as long as the power 
of the billionaires class is not threatened. 
However, once it is, the fascism and tyr- 
anny that is always there, reveals itself 
in full force, with massive violence and 
repression. 

Black and Brown people in the United 
Stares have never had any real freedom 
in the United States. 


tolerated their oppression. There were 
constant slave revolts prior to the civil 
war. Working people have always fought 
back, with strikes, factory occupations, 
and other acts of resistance to the boss- 
es. Women fought for the right to vote. 
LGBTQ people have resisted degrada- 
tion and dehumanization. 

Among those resisting oppression and 
injustice have always been the Commu- 
nists. 

Two Generals in the Union Army 
that fought to abolish slavery in the 

Civil War, were 





its a “dictatorship.” 
They tell us how 
we are “free” and 
we should blindly 
pledge allegiance 
to them, and march 
behind their flag 
because of _ this 
“freedom” we are 
so lucky to have. 

However, when 
the power of cap- 
italists is at all 
threatened, _ this 
“freedom” _ disap- 
pears. The Black 
freedom _ struggle 
of the 1960s and 
70s saw that when 
the FBI's Cointel- 
pro program was created to brutally 
suppress it. Fred Hampton, a leader of 
the Black Panthers was killed with over 
200 bullets. 

In the 1950s, the US government es- 
sentially outlawed the Communist Par- 
ty. Hundreds of people were prosecuted 
under a law called the Smith Act, and 
sent to prison for nothing other than 
being Communists. The McCaran In- 
ternal Security Act of 1951 even set up 
a network of concentration camps for 
Communists to be placed in, if a “state of 
national emergency” was to be declared. 

The Occupy Wall Street activists saw 
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Black Panther Party members studying Chinese commu- 
nist leader Mao Zedong's writings. 


From the time African-Americans 
were brought here in chains as slaves, 
to today where 2.5 million people are 
in prisons, this has never been a “free 
country. It has always been a country 
ruled by the super rich, with violence 
and terror, and racism, to ensure that it 
stays that way. 


A History of Struggle 

But that is just half of the story. 
Though its been long suppressed, there 
has always been resistance. The op- 
pressed have never simply accepted and 


members of Karl 
Marx International 
Workingmens As- 
sociation. We com- 
munist dont call 
it the “Civil War’, 
we say it was the 
“Second American 
Revolution.” 

Even — though 
we dont admire 
Lincoln, who was 
very much a racist 
and slaughtered in- 
digenous peoples, 
Marxists support- 
ed and joined the 
Union Army in 
the civil war. The 
war wasnt about 

Lincoln, it was about the system of 
chattel slavery. The communists, unlike 
many of the confused pacifists and liber- 
als, knew which side they were on. 

The 8 hour work day was won by 
Communists. Communists built the 
industrial unions. Communists always 
distinguished themselves from the so- 
cial-democrats and other trends in the 
working class movement by being An- 
ti-Racist. Communists fought against 
Jim Crow segregation, building “right 
to vote” clubs, and working to free the 
Scottsboro Nine. 

The Black Panther Party, one of the 
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most important revolutionary organiza- 
tions in the history of this country, was 
very much a Marxist-Leninist organiza- 
tion. They were inspired by the Russian 
Revolution, and especially the Cuban, 
Chinese, and Korean revolutions. They 
studied Mao Zedong’s Little Red Book, 
and Kim I] Sung’s Juche ideology. 

Communists have always been a very 
small minority in US society, but for a 
small minority, we have a had a huge 
impact. 


The Tasks of Communists in the 
21st Century 

And as we enter the 21st Century, 
Communists have our work cut out for 
us. 

US society is gradually transforming 
into a low wage police state. Good pay- 
ing industrial jobs have been eliminat- 
ed. Many of the good paying jobs of the 
public sector have also been destroyed. 
The next generation, millions of which 
are crippled with debt, are facing a life- 
time of short term, low wage, service 
sector jobs. 

In addition, a huge police state is 
unraveling before us. Police are in the 
schools, bullying youth in the hallways. 
Police patrol the streets, searching peo- 
ple without any justification or cause. 
The NSA is listening to our phone calls 
and reading our e-mails. Two and a half 
million people are in prison. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union, and 
the defeat of socialism in many coun- 
tries, has inspired the capitalists to be- 
come more ruthless than ever. They have 
been working to rob every last cent from 
us, and inflate their profits to astronom- 
ical proportions. 

Despite beating the working class 
back, and ripping so much away from 
us, the capitalists still cant make their 
system work. Why? 

If lower peoples wages, if you elim- 
inate good paying jobs, if you create 
mass unemployment, sure capitalists 
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will make more profits. But workers are 
also consumers. If their incomes are de- 
stroyed, they cant purchase products. 
The efficiency of technology, and the 
competitive nature of the profit motive, 
drives capitalists to produce more prod- 
ucts than can ever be sold. 

The better things get for the capital- 
ists, the more they beat down on us, the 
more they enrich themselves, the more 
their own system collapses. Workers can 
never purchase back what the capitalists 
hire and drive harder and harder to pro- 
duce. This built in mechanism of self-de- 
struction is called overproduction. 

All the measures of economic plan- 
ning, the federal reserve, inflation con- 
trols, government subsidies, are all at- 
tempts to stabilize a naturally unstable 
system. In the end they are all worthless. 
Capitalism, especially in its global mo- 
nopoly stage, cannot create sustainable 
prosperity and development. 

The system of capitalism can be de- 
fined this way: 

The overwhelming majority of people 
on this earth are workers. We sell our la- 
bor to survive. We sweep the floors. We 
work at counters and prepare the food. 


Some of us may be engineers, or college 
professors. Some of us may be in pris- 
on. As long as your income comes from 
working, you are a worker. 

In addition to the 99.999999% of hu- 
manity who are workers, there is a small 
minority called capitalists. The bankers 
and billionaires dont make money from 
working. They make money from own- 
ing. They own the banks. They own the 
airlines. They own the big box stores. 
They own the TV networks. 

They own the commanding heights of 
the economy, and hire the rest of us to 
work in them. They make profits from 
our labor. 


The Irrational Profit System 

Because the centers of economic pow- 
er are owned by capitalists, economic ac- 
tivity is centered around making profits. 
The reason there are 20 empty houses in 
this country for every homeless person 
is because we dont have houses so peo- 
ple can have shelter. Houses are built so 
banks and landlords can make profits. 

We dont have schools because chil- 
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dren need education. We have schools 
so children can be trained to be good, 
obedient workers. 

We dont hospitals because people 
need healthcare. We have hospitals, so 
insurance companies and drug compa- 
nies can make profits. 

We dont have prisons, police, and 
courts to protect us from crime. We 
have these things to protect the 
property of the rich, and in this 
era of economic collapse and an 
unfolding low wage police state, 
they have turned them into a way 
to make lots of money for big 
banks, with a “prison industrial 
complex.’ The Wall Street bank 
called Wells-Fargo, for example, 
is highly linked to Corrections 
Corporation of America, which 
operates “prisons for profits.” Ev- 
ery time a youth, or an oppressed 
person is locked away, capitalists 
are making profits. The factories 
and high paying jobs have been 
torn down, and the prisons have 
gone up. 

This is all completely irratio- 
nal, because capitalism is an irra- 
tional system. 

In capitalism, human reason isn't in 
control of society. Profit is. Money rules, 
and the result is a lot of suffering for mil- 
lions of people. 

The message of the Communists is 
that it doesnt have to be this way. The 
banks, factories, industries, land, natural 
resources, all the big centers of econom- 
ic power, can be owned by the people. 
We, who do the work, should control the 
places we work in, and the world around 
it. 

Thats what Communism and Social- 
ism are all about. 





Socialism Did Not Fail 
And no, it hasn't been a big failure ev- 


erywhere its ever been tried. The Soviet 
Union, the first attempt to build social- 
ism, went from being an impoverished 
agrarian country, to being an industrial 
power house. It doubled the life expec- 
tancy of the people. It produced more 
steel and tractors than any other society. 
It provided electricity, running water, 
housing, and medical care to everyone 
within its borders. The Soviet Union 
defeated the Nazis and Hitler. The Sovi- 





Cuban revolutionary internationalist Che Guevara. 


et Union was the first country to enter 
outer space. 

The Soviet Union collapsed in the 
1980s, when it was privatizing things. It 
collapsed when it was introducing capi- 
talist market reforms, and moving away 
from socialism, led by leaders who re- 
pudiated the revolutionary ideology of 
Marxism-Leninism. 

Why is the small Island nation of 
Cuba, leading the world in the fight 
against Ebola? Why do people in Cuba 
live longer than anywhere else in Latin 
America? Why does Cuba have arguably 
the best medical system in the world? 

How is it that the Democratic Peo- 
ples Republic of Korea has been able to 


survive? After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, that country was thrown into a 
huge crisis. Millions died of starvation 
because the country could no longer get 
oil. The armies of United States and their 
South Korean puppets were lined up 
ready to strike them. They faced harsh 
economic sanctions. 

Any other government would have 
collapsed in a crisis like that, but the 
Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea 
held itself together. Its withstood 
a generation siege from the Unit- 
ed States, who killed over 3 mil- 
lion of their people in Korean 
War. 

You dont have to agree with or 
support every policy the socialist 
countries of the world enact, but 
no honest person should ever 
deny that socialism works. 

All the countries that have 
attempted to build socialism in 
the last 100 years have done so 
surrounded by the world sys- 
tem of capitalism-imperialism. 
They have never had a moment 
of peace. But despite that, they 
have proved that there is another 
way to organize society, and that 
the higher stage of communism, 
a world without any form of op- 
pression is an achievable goal. 

The reason Russia and China are big 
players on the international markets 
today is because of the two big socialist 
revolutions of 1917 and 1949. Russia is a 
capitalist country, and China has strayed 
far from its revolutionary past, but the 
fact that the US is losing ground on the 
world market is due to these earth shak- 
ing events that changed history. 

Imperialism does not bring develop- 
ment. It impoverishes and exploits the 
countries with which it engages in ‘free 
trade: It is the existence of socialism, as 
a force in global politics, that enabled 
countries to develop outside of Wall 
Street domination, and build themselves 
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up. 

Though the Soviet Union was defeat- 
ed, there is currently an emerging block 
of countries that may not be be social- 
ist, but are thoroughly anti-imperialist. 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Iran, Syr- 
ia, Zimbabwe, Belarus, all have govern- 
ments that have rejected the rule of Wall 
Street monopolists. These Anti-Monop- 
oly governments have a base of support 
among the population, and the primary 
task of the Pentagon has been overthrow 
these regimes that get in the way of the 
billionaires. The military aggression of 
the United States is done to preserve 
profits with drones, cruise missiles, 
troops, and other means of destruction. 


Looking to the Fight Ahead 

As we head into the frightening situa- 
tion facing the next generation of work- 
ers in this country, we need to bring with 
us a revolutionary perspective. 

Capitalism has no future for the next 
generation. We need to learn the lessons 
of the past struggles and revolutions, and 
apply them in new creative ways to the 
current conditions. We need to build a 
strong revolutionary party that can even- 
tually overturn capitalism in the United 
States and build a society where people 
have jobs, education, healthcare, and 
what they need to survive. 

Back to Ernst Thallmann, who I men- 
tioned at the beginning of this talk. 

He was the leader of the German Com- 
munist Party. Hitler arrested him. He was 
subjected to the awful form of isolation 
and torture that thousands of mostly of 
African-American and Latino people are 
in at this very moment, known as solitary 
confinement. Thallmann was held in soli- 
tary confinement for 11 years, before Hit- 
ler finally had him shot. 

But when Thallmann was shot in 1944, 
Hitler was losing the war with the Sovi- 
et Union, the United States, and Britain. 
When it was announced that Thalmann 


had been killed, thousands of workers 
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in factories across Germany, who were 
making the tanks, bombs, and weapons 
for the Nazi armies, walked off the job. 

In defiance of the Nazi laws, they pa- 
raded through the streets of Germany, 
proclaiming “Thalmann will be avenged!” 

When the Soviet Union was victorious 
and smashed the Nazi state, a new social- 
ist society called the German Democratic 
Republic was created. In this new society, 
children pledged each morning “T will 
live like Ernst Thalmann!” in schools. 

In the modern world, it is Hitler and 
the Nazis that are loathed and hated, and 
its the heroic anti-fascist fighters in Ger- 
many, Spain, France, most of whom were 
Communists, who are remembered as 
heroes. Thalmann, alone in his cell for 11 
years before being killed, probably never 
imagined this, but it's what happened. 


Imagining Revolution 

We are at the beginning of the 21st 
century, and it once again the world looks 
dark and horrific. People are dying in 
Ukraine, in Syria, and other places where 
Wall Street is pushing for civil war. 

The imperialists are trying to psyche up 
the US public for a massive war against 
Russia and China. 


But history never stops. Time doesn't 
end. The millions of working class people 
around the world are awakening, and will 
soon awaken like never before. 

If Wall Street tries to tell the next gen- 
eration of working people in the Unit- 
ed States that they must go die fighting 
against Russians or Chinese people, I am 
confident that there are millions of youth 
who will say “No!” They'll say “Russians 
didn’t cripple me with students debt. Chi- 
nese people didnt fill our schools with 
cops. Cubans and Iranians didnt get rid 
of the good paying jobs!” 

“You want us to fight for democracy, 
then we will fight for it right here! We will 
turn the guns around, and fight the bil- 
lionaires and the bankers, and after we've 
won, we will build a decent society on the 
ruins of the hell that profits and billion- 
aires have created!” 

They say that we communists are crazy 
radicals and extremists. But we are sensi- 
ble people. What is it that we want? 

We want people to have decent jobs, so 
they feed themselves and their families. 

We want peace between nations, and 
an end to wars and militarism. 

We want equality for African-Ameri- 
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cans, Latinos, for women, and for LGBTQ 
people. 

We want democracy, a society run by 
the people, not a small clique of rulers. 

We are radicals, because we know 
the reason we dont have these things. 
We dont have them because the world 
is run by a small class of exploiters and 
robbers. We want to take the banks, fac- 
tories, and industries from them, so we 
can re-organize society, and create a de- 
cent life for all. 

It's not going to be simple or easy, but 
its going to happen. 

What is desperately need now is a 
revolutionary organization. A revolu- 
tionary organization is different from a 
mass organization. Mass organizations 
are organized around a specific issue or 
confrontation. 

Revolutionary organizations consist 
of people who see their very lives as a 
mission to overthrow the system. Revo- 
lutionary organizations are not groups of 
people who follow a single charismatic 
leader or group of leaders. Revolutionary 
organizations are organizations that con- 
sist of many charismatic, dedicated peo- 
ple who are serious about revolution, and 
study Marxism-Leninism, the science of 
revolution. 

The mass, spontaneous upsurge 
against police brutality that is breaking 
out across the US is the perfect place 
for revolutionaries to do very important 
work. We can stand in solidarity with 
the oppressed, we can help formulate 
demands, and we can call out the sell- 
out leaders in the Democratic Party and 
labor bureaucracy. We can point the 
millions of people now in motion to- 
ward the revolution that is desperately 
needed. 

Black Lives Matter! No more prisons 
for profit! 

Justice for Eric Garner, Michael Brown, 
and other victims of police terrorism! 

Let the massive uprising of youth pave 
the way for communist revolution! 


Why Dialectics? 
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to Darwins dialectical outlook, there is 
very little information to be gained from 
studying a species without also consid- 
ering its environment. Likewise, there is 
very little information to be gained from 
a study of the environment without also 
considering its living inhabitants along 
with it. To know the hummingbird, one 
must also know the flower it feeds upon; 
and to know the flower, one must also 
know the hummingbird that pollinates it. 

Darwins groundbreaking dialectical 
theory was naturally met with a barrage of 
hostility, criticism, and censorship from 
bourgeois circles, which were compelled 
come to the defense their newly-obso- 
lete Cartesian narrative. The theory of 
evolution by natural selection effectively 
disproved the Cartesian account of Di- 
vine Creation, whereby God first created 
the world in perfect form, and then later 
populated it with its living inhabitants, al- 
ready fully developed. 

Far from confining itself to the annals 
of history, the dialectical method contin- 
ues to upset the ruling class ideology at 
every turn. Those who profess the vir- 
tues of revolutionary socialism today are 
routinely met with a barrage of protes- 
tations from bourgeois ideologues who 
assert that socialism could “never work,’ 
because of some immutable “human 
nature. Indeed, the “human nature” 
objection against socialism is a rather 
convenient position for the capitalist 
class to take. In the words of the Marx- 
ist feminist philosopher Silvia Federici, 
the Cartesian concept of human nature 
is employed as a tool by the ruling class 
to “eternalize their power over us.’ Why 
try to change that which is divinely or- 
dained? 

By approaching the problem dia- 
lectically, we are able to see that even 
if there does exist a “human nature,’ it 
must necessarily be constantly changing 
over time and by locality. It is not some- 


thing that has been imposed on us from 
above, forever unchangeable; rather, it 
is something that is continually being 
created from moment to moment. Fidel 
Castro writes, “Throughout its evolution 
mankind [sic] has never had, nor ever 
could have had, a clear idea of its own 
existence, because it simply did not ex- 
ist, it simply evolved at the same rate as 
everything else that existed” Behaviors 
that arise and find sanction under capi- 
talism must not be mistaken for perma- 
nent or God-given fixtures of humanity. 
Instead, we should expect a suite of new 
behaviors and cultural norms — a new 
“human nature” — to arise along with 
the establishment of socialism. 

Armed with a dialectical outlook, we 
are able to dispel other pieces of bour- 
geois sophistry and propaganda similar- 
ly employed to perpetuate the hegemony 
of capitalist imperialism. As the heroic 
uprising against racist police occupation 
in Ferguson continues to organize and 
expand, the bourgeois press and pol- 
iticians become all the more fervent in 
their pleas that protesters remain peace- 
ful and not to break the law. As dialec- 
ticians we reject the idea that the bour- 
geois legal system is an impartial arbiter 
of conflict between the oppressed and 
the State. The U.S. justice system was not 
created in a vacuum, removed from class 
and national struggle. It is a product of 
the class struggle; a weapon in the arse- 
nal of the bourgeoisie used to further its 
oppression of the proletariat. Our strug- 
gle cannot restrict itself to the narrow 
confines of bourgeois legality. Rather, 
our struggle must seek to dismantle the 
bourgeois legal system itself and erect in 
its place a proletarian state, defined and 
determined by working class interests. 

The struggle against capitalist imperi- 
alism is indeed a monumental undertak- 
ing. No sphere of social and political life 
will remain untouched and unchanged 
by socialist revolution. As Marxist-Le- 
ninist youth, it is our unique responsibili- 
ty to forge a new and radical path towards 
proletarian liberation and beyond, both 
in the streets and in our minds. ¥& 
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Communist Youth Unity with Bangladesh 


Colleen from Baltimore FIST, along with Ramiro from New York FIST, travelled to Bangladesh to attend the Socialist Party of 
Bangladesh’s Socialist Student Front 30th anniversary conference. FIST is honored to attend this tremendous conference. Here 


are some photos from the Socialist Party of Bangladeshss facebook page. 
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ae Cover photo: BlackOut Collective shuts 
down Oakland Police station, sraises 
- Black: Power salute. Dec. 15th, 2014. 
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